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Scientific and Professional profile
Ruggero Pardi is an internationally recognized investigator in the field of integrin biology, and
has devoted his scientific career to the study of the pathophysiology of adhesive interactions in
the immune system.
He has obtained his MD and subspecialty Degree in Pneumology at the University of Milan in
1980 and 1983, respectively. In 1985 he moved as a post-doctoral fellow to the Department of
Pathology, Stanford University School of Medicine, in the group led by E. G. Engleman.
Between 1985 and 1988 Pardi and JR Bender (at the time a Cardiology Fellow at Stanford)
pioneered the field of leukocyte-endothelial cell interactions, and were among the first to
characterize the cell subsets and molecules involved in the adhesive interactions of various
leukocyte subsets with primary microvascular endothelium (J. Clin. Invest. 1987. 79:1679).
Between 1989 and 1991, Pardi and Bender relocated to Yale University, where Bender was
appointed as Assistant Professor in the Department of Internal Medicine. Soon thereafter they
showed that the leukocyte integrin LFA-1 undergoes regulated activation by engagement of
the T Cell Receptor, involving the dynamic association with peripheral proteins of the actin
cytoskeleton (JCB. 1992. 116:1211).
In 1991 R. Pardi was appointed as Assistant Professor at the Internal Medicine Department of
the University of Milan School of Medicine. During such period he was among the first to
demonstrate that ligand-engaged leukocyte integrins are competent to transduce intracellular
signals (J. Immunol. 1989. 143:3157; PNAS. 1994. 91:3994; J. Cell Biol. 1995. 128:969) that
involve breakdown of phosphoinositides and the establishment of transient interactions of the
adhesion receptor with the actin-based cytoskeleton (J. Immunol. 1995. 155:1252) and lead to
the regulation of gene expression programs in T cells (J. Clin Invest 1996. 98:1133; J.
Immunol. 1999. 162: 1085; Eur J. Immunol. 2000. 30:136). His work also established that
integrin turnover, entailing the regulated internalization and recycling of the adhesion receptor
via defined endocytic sequences, is required to support vectorial motility of leukocytes (EMBO
J. 1999. 18: 4915; Mol Biol Cell. 2003. 14:2570; Mol Biol. Cell. 2005. 16:5793)
More recently, Pardi's group has identified and fully chracterized at the genetic and functional
level novel intermediates in integrin-generated signals leading to the control of gene
expression programs (Nature 2000. 404:617) that are dysregulated in precancerous lesions
(Oncogene 2008. 27:2401; J. Exp Med. 2008. 205:465)
In 2000 Pardi was appointed as Associate Professor of Pathology at the San Raffaele University
School of Medicine and in 2007 he was promoted to Full Professor with tenure. He has
appointing as full professor since 2011. He is teaching a 120 hours general pathology class to
third year medical students and a 20 hours molecular oncology class to biotechnology MS
students. Since 1992 he has acted as Director of Studies for over 15 graduate students in the
institutional Programs of Basic & Applied immunology and Cell & Molecular Biology.

His most recent work concerns the demonstration that cooperative and concurrent signaling by
chemokines and integrins is crucial to the coordination of the various steps of leukocyte
extravasation (Blood. 2009. 114:1073; Blood. 2009. 113:1699; J. Cell Sci. 2009. 122: 268)
In the last 20 years Pardi has been awarded numerous grants from national and international
funding agencies, and has coordinated several EU-funded networks, including a FP6 Network of
Excellence (MAIN: www.main-noe.org) composed of 16 Institutes from 8 EU and associated
Countries, focusing on inflammatory Cell migration.
From 2003 to 2007 he served as Dean of the Graduate School of Molecular Medicine of San
Raffaele University.
In 2008 he was named Chairman of the Division of Immunology, Transplantation and
Infectious Diseases of the Scientific Institute San Raffaele.
Overall, he has authored over 80 publications in international peer-reviewed journals, with a
global impact factor exceeding 600 and an h index of 31. He has been invited as a speaker to
over 25 international meetings in the last 15 years.

